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bald's library in Book I was not applicable to himself: the books, as
he remarked characteristically, "would never be looked into."
On the other hand, some of Pope's alterations could scarcely be
neater. When Theobald is raising a sacrifice of books to the goddess
of Dullness, the last one that he places on the pile is his own
translation of the Ajax of Sophocles in duodecimo:

And last, a little Ajax tips the spire. (A i 142.)
This will not do for Gibber, and so in 1743 the line becomes

A twisted Birth-day Ode completes the Spire. (B i 162.)

With the alterations in the text went some revision of the notes.
Warburton had been invited by Pope1 to be "in some measure, the
editor of this new edition of the Dunciad" and had accepted the
task. To the edition of 1743 he contributed the jocose "Ricardus
Aristarchus Of the Hero of the Poem," an "Advertisement to the
Reader" which had probably been drafted by Pope,8 and addi-
tional notes in his heavy-handed style to all four books. After
Pope's death Warburton continued to amplify the commentary,
and in the edition of 1751 he used it more than once to castigate his
own personal opponents.8 As such notes are of interest to the stu-
dent of Warburton rather than of Pope, they have not been re-
printed in the present edition. Taken as a whole, Warburton's
Dunciad notes shed darkness rather than light on the text of the
poem. Too often his idea of annotating the Dunciad was to use the
context for a display of mock pedantry which requires annotation
in its turn if it is to be made intelligible to the modern reader. *

With the Dunciad of 1728 Pope had returned to original work;
but, if no longer translating, he was yet burlesquing, or. parodying,
the Ancients. In this mock epic, as in The Rape of the Lock,, he was
x. Nov. 27, 1742. EG be 225.
s. See p. 25in.
3.  Warburton's most notorious addition is a note to B iv 568 where he
retaliated on Thomas Edwards, whose Supplement to Mr Warbwrtorfs Edition of
Shakespear. Being the Canons of Criticism . . . (1748) had dealt some damaging
blows at Warburton's reputation as an editor.
4.  See, for example, his notes to B i 33, 37, 203.